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1.~ INSPECTION OF FISH AND OTHER MARINE PRODUCTS IN THE
DISTRIOT OF COLUMBIA, 1879 TO 1883, INCLUSIVE,

By CHIAS. W. SMILEY.

For soveral years a careful inspection of the marine products brought
into the District of Columbia has been made under the direction of the
health officer of the District. Five years ago an arrangement was per-
fected by Prof. 8. F. Baird, Commissioner of Fisheries, with Hon, Smith
Townshend, M. D., health officer, whereby the daily receipts of fresh
fish, oysters, &c., should be tabulated and transmitted in monthly tables
to the Fish Commission. These monthly tables have all been footed
and transferred to yearly tables in this office. I am able herewith to
present annual tables for 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882, and 1883 (Tables I, II,
IIT, IV, V). In Table VI may be seen the annual summaries of the
different kinds of marine edible products for these five years, the total
summations of which are as follows:

Products. 1879. 1880. 1881, 1882, 1883.
Mincellaneous . covevaceeeesaans pounds..| 1,391,852 | 2,020,136 | 2,710,831 | 1,385,010 | 1,402 803
Shad. . oiencaeernn ..number.. 311, 585 320, 799 458, 368 350, 202 261,478
SEUFEEON .« .o eerrannnnnreannrananas do.... 1,200 1,176 1,280 1,904 1,673

erring. .. ...do....| 8,005,084 | 6,853 721 | 9,633,508 | G 400,865 | 4,088, 098
Clams..... «--do....| 1,167,000 | ‘1,384,950 | 1,181,000 1,219,850 | 1,380,000
Crabs..... ...do.... 528, 400 682, 370 314, 800 527, 001 690, 372
Crawfish.. FRY: 7+ TN SO 211 1 SR ORI PO
LODBEOTS < ceeencnannavonrammrnnnnnn [« [ JRU SRR PR SUR S b ) S P,
OFBtOTS- - neeevasesaorsannnssnns bushels.. 250, 856 378, 205 315, 206 411, 255 400, 564
TOrrapin veeceveeeenecnnnaenans number.. 1,452 3,154 2,574 834 1,646
TULLIO8 .o veeecrpacccssancnncnnnas do.... 454 501 117 116 95

The yield of shad and herring may be supposed to have been influ-
enced somewhat by the artificial propagation under the direction of
the United States Fish Commission, which has been carried on at the
Potomac for a number of years. The run of shad and herring is also
- affected by the temperature, which varies somewhat for the same date
in different years. This is presented in Tables VII to X, inclusive.
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TaBLE I.—Monthly summary of the fresh fish, oysters, &c., inspected by the health officer of the Distriot of Columbia during the year 1879,

[ The figures given are in pounds, unless stated to refer to other denominations.]

January. March. | April

May.

June. | July. | August. Seg);:m-

October.

Total.

Bass, black
Bluefishbd .

Fresh-water fish, small............~..
Herring, fresh-water (nmmber)........
Hogfish ... .ooooiiiiiiis
Mackerel. .
Mackerel, Spanish
Oysters (bushels)
Yerch, yellow .
Perch, white..
Pike, yellow...

Sturgeon (number)............

Sunfishg
Terrapin (number)............
Trout, salt-waterh ............
Tartle, green (number)

17,193
180, 300
369, 000

15, 300

aBugheads, or menhaden.
eOr striped bass.

bOr salt-water taylors.
S Or porgies.
tReported as salmon-trout.

¢Includes some yellow perch.
gOr tobaceo-box.
jReported as snapping turtle.

d Reported as whitefish.
h Or squeteague.

a

3 LINQ FHYL 40 NILITIOG
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TABLE 1L.-—Monthly summary of the fresh fish, oysiers, ., inspected by the health officer of the District of Columbia during the year 1880,
- [The figures given are in pounds, unless stated to refer to other denominations.]

January.

March. | April. May. June.

July.

August.

Septem-
or.

t PO
Oysters (bushels)
Perch, white....
Perch, yellow .
Pike, yellow ..
Roo!

Turtle, green (number) ..
Turtle, snapping (number)

a Menhaden, or bugheads.

b Or salt-water taylors.

¢ Or sucker. d Or striped bass.
h Salt-water trout, or squeteague.

e Or porgies.

¥ Or tobaocco-box.

g Skip-jack, or hickory sha;i.

*NOISSINIWOO HSIA SHLVLS JIFLINA JEHIL 40 NLLETIOd
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TaBLE IIL.—Monthly summary of the fresh fish, oysters, dc., inspected by the health officer of the District of Columbia during the year 1881.

[The figures given are in pounds, unless stated to refer to other denominations.]

Description. January. F:ll,’;'_'" March. | April May. June. | July. | August. Se};));:m October. Ng::.m- Dﬁgg}n- Total.
Bluefish @ ceeeeeccnrieicencineeanenaaieceaceann. 5,200 60, 721
220V PR AR SIS SO ST SR 24
Catfigh...............

Clams (number).......
Crabs (number) .

Mackerel, Spanish.
Mouollet ¢

Pickerel and pike -
Pike, yellow ........
Polloek....o..o......
Rockfishd.
Sel;g € .ceninnnnnn
Shad (number) ..
Shad, winterf...........
Sheepshead ...........
Smelt .............
Spot ....eeciiiaaln
Sturgeon (number) ...
Taylor, fresh-waterg....
Terrapin (number)........
at, sal
Trout, salt-water. .
Turtle (pumber)

39,131
2, 574
19, 812
35, 499
17

a Or salt-water taylor. d
b Probably silver-gars. e Or
¢ Or sucker. J Or

i Skip-jack or hickory shad.

Reported as salt-water terrapin or diamond-backs.

i Reported as brook trout.

j Reported 45 green turtles and 22 snapping-turtles.

k Reported as sea turtle.
{ Reported by number.

i 4
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TABLE IV.—Monthly summary of fresh fish, oysters, §c., inspected by the health officer of the District of Columbia during the year 1882,
k [The figures given are in pounds, unless stated to refer to other derominations.)

January. March. | April

June. July. | Aungust.

Decem-

October. ber.

]
Clams (number).-.
*Croakers........ .

Flounders

Herring, fresh-water (number)
Hogfish
Lobsters (number) ...
Mackerel, Spanish. ...
Mulletd.............
Oysters (bushels). «ccoaueeeeeeeeaaea .
Porch,yelow ....oooeei il
Peoreh, white . ..cuevierninmcncaanaan.
Pike, yellow. .cocvuecumnneiiiiia..
Pompano .......oiiieiiiaieniianiean.
Rockfishh oo ooomeenii

SpPot. e e cricnaeeaan
Sturgeon (namber) ...........
Taylor, fresh-waterk.........
Terrapin (number) ...

Trout ........
Trout, salmon. ...
Turtle (pumber) --.oocovomemmmeneaa...

90 leeamenonan
70, 205

302,000 |

b3, 825
112, 040
6

.......... 30

@ Or salt-water taylor.

b Reported as crocas.

¢ Given as number.

a Or sucker.

¢ Reported as fresh-water mullets.

J Reported as pike.

g Reported as pickerel and pike.
h Or striped bass.

1 Or porgies.

4 Or mud.

k Skip-jack or hickory shad.

1 Reported as diamond-back.
m Reported as brook trout.

n Reported as gray trout.

o Reported as snapping, green, or sea.
p Reported as sea or snapping.

g Reported as green or sea turtle.

3

"NOISSINWOO HSIA STLVLIS dILINAD HHIL A0 NLLATIOL

g



TaBLE V.—Summary of the fresh fish,

ters, 4-c., insp

Y ted by the health officer of the District of Columbia during theyear 1883.
. [ The figures given are in pounds, unless stated to refer to other denominations.]
e gs Febru- . g - - -
Descriptien. January. 8‘;};,_ March. | April. | May. | June. July. | August. Sell))::‘m October. N‘i’)‘;f,fn D%c;‘l.n Total.
b3 0 L) SRS (USRI ISUUSUUTS USSR SR 11,755 | 45,400 | 59,750 § 71,805 | 33,390 | 20,925 . ... .. ... 243, ogg
"P
214, 515
35,160
1, 380, 000
8,5

678,300
12,072
42
50, 203
Flounders .. 78
Herring, fresh-water (number)......... 4,979,398
Herring, Nova Scotia .................. 4,600
Mackerel .......... 463
Mackerel, Spanish 10, 550
Mullet ........... 38,845
Ogysters (bushels) . 400, 564
Perch, white. ... 1883, 370
Peroh yellow . 101, 585
Pike ........ 50,185
Rockﬁsh ¢ 274, 860
apd.---.-.. 319
Shad (pumber) ... 261,478
Shad, winter .. 25, 800
Sheepshead .. 2,086
Smelt ..... 2,400
Spot...ooniiiiaas 18, 955

Sturgeon (number) 1, 67
Taylor, fresh-water ... ............... 10, 537
Terrapin, diamond-backed (number) . 1,646
Trout, salmon.........ceveeenan. e 4,712
'l‘rout, salt-water. 303,745
Turtle, sea (numb 95
Whitefish . ..oeeoioniiiiiiiiiiaaaaa, 498

a Or salt-water taylors.

bReturned as **crocas.”

¢Or striped bass.

4 Or porgies.

eReturned simply as " tront.”

JReturned under-name of **gray trout. ”

9
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BULLETIN OF THE UNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION. 7

TaABLE VI.—Yearly summary of the fresh fish, oysters, &c., inspected by the health officer
of the District of Columbia, for the years 18791883, inclusive.

Description. 1879, 1880. 1881. 1882, 1888.
Alewives@......... weseseeesamnanvesanes 16,475
Bass, black....... a7
Blackwills ...... .. N P
Bluefishd covvnemvrrmennancaacanenceananes 248, 206

onito .eevwe -

110 37
401, 850 469, 820 874, 465 271, 507 214, 515
............................... 1, 800 835
............... 1,167,000 | 1,384,950 | 1,131,000 | 1,210,860 [ 1,380, 008

..................................................... 8, 50

Crabs (Number) ...ccvveunmenceencnaananns
Crawfish (number). ;
Croakers cvoees.vee-

Garsd..ovcecniiiiannnnn
Grunters . .
Haddook .cveee vovrervnananen
Herring, fresh-water (number)...........
Hogfleh ..ovvnvveeeennecannes

i
Oysters (bushel) .....ceeeneiveaaaoaaan 259, 356 878, 295 315, 206 411,256
Perch, White .coocviruinmnnsracieaacinncs 7272, 660 910, 460 891,770 179, 270 183, 370
Peroh, yellow .... il 25,205 | . 140,042 | 152,875 50,288 | 101,585
Pickerol and Pike ..v.eeeeueerreanraeaaafonacaacizos fucieancoans .. 2,420 [ oniineniaailiinnacannns
Pike, YElIOW .cuvrrrnenemunnnunnsonen PR 13,603 25, 752 8,090 k31,870 50,185
POLIOCK +even ceecvonnaanannnmcmssusssasasraiseanninnslesecennnians B L Y P,
POmPADO aeeeneeraerreannsarnenenannsina]imeeseianaifiiiiiiiiiia]iiieaa it 285 |ieiarann.n.
ROCKABNT < e e mvieecnsraronaannnnnnnnnes 148, 215 406, 138 895, 370 834, 865 274, 860
CUDJ +nennseninsnnsnsmneninmansenmnaassns 1,172 , 680 61 319
Shat mamber) oo il 0 sses | 820,799 | 521,868 | 850,202 | . 261,478
Shad, Winter....coceverror cemeeeraasnaeans k72, 226 222,797 23, 865 59, 870 25, 800
Sheepshead .....cocemeemcecareniecncncase 697 616
Smelt ......
Spot..
Sturgeon (

Taylor, fresh-wa
Terrapin (number) ..
Trout, salmon (pound:
Trout, salmon (number;

’l:ront, salt-waterp . q46, 514 860, 858
Turtle £ (DUMDEL) «evemeeaenirsaarennnnes 454 501 117 116 93

a Or bugheads, or menhaden.

b Or salt-water taylors.

¢ Of this quantity 8,925 pounds were reported as * crocas.”

d Probably silver-gars.

e Or suckers,

J Of this quantity 4,365 were reported as fresh-water mullet.

ﬂ Includes a fow yellow perch; also 8,600 pounds which were reported as whitefish.

i Of this quantity 27,670 pounds were reported as pike, and 8,655 as pickerel and pike.

© Or striped bass.

J Or porgies.

k Qr mud shad.

! Or tobacco-boxes.

m Or gkipjacks, or hickory shad.

n Of these 1,057 were reported as salt-water terrapin or dinmond-backs.

o Reported as diamond-backs.

2 Or squetengne or weak-fish.

¢ Of this qnantity 2,250 pounds were reported as salmon trout, erroneously no deubt.

7 Of this quantity 3,212 pounds were reported as brook trout.

& Of this quantity 13,045 pounds wore reported as gray trout, and 1,203 pounds as brook trout.

t Iuvoluding several kinds of turtles.

% Or big-mouthed bass.

v Reported as whitefish,
w Of this amount 4,600 pounds was Nova Scotia herring.



8 BULLETIN OF THE UNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION,

TABLE VIL.—A4 comparison of the inspection of shad in the Washington market daily durmg
March, April, May, and June of 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882, and 1883.

Month and day. 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882. 1883.

Number. | Number. | Number. | Number. | Number.
Marchl..coneiienniimieiiiiiiiiiciiiiiennnses 4 |eeranennnn |- 3

11, 862
6,017
9,751
8, 338
9, 206

T emernsmernsncnssonmrasanssearannmnenornond 102751 7,605 | 18074 |.......... 4,784



BULLETIN OF THEUNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION. 9

TaBLe VII.—.4 comparison of the ingpection of shad, §-o.~—~Continued.

Month and day. 1879. 1880. 1881. 1882. 1883,

Number. | Number. Number. | Number.

June

Total.ceunraarreraarianonencennanacaas, 811,241 | 820,767 | 458, 868‘ 850, 223 201, 474

d NoTE.—In 1870 shad continued to be reported after June 80 as follows: During July, 183 (eloven
ates) ; Augnat, 70 (]t_jtllu*ee dntes&; September, 52 &u:ven dates). In 1880 28 shad were reported in Feb-
'I'“M'v (five dates). 1882 shad were reported : In February, 14 (four dates); August, b5 (two dates).
1 1883 4 shad were Teported in February (three dates).



10 BULLETIN OF THE UNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION.

TABLE VIIL.—A daily comparison of the inspection of herring in the Washington market
during March, dpril, May, and June, of 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882, and 1883.

Mopth and day. 1879. 1880, 1881. 1882. 1883,

Number. | Number. | Number. | Number.
200 30 F1 S P

3, 000 2 90 -.ilLlll
2,680 |..ceun-.. 740 780
2170 |-l 520 [cevuen....
1100 120 |oeennnn... 530
120 [oeennnnen. 1,385 560
.................... 260 200
8,200 100 2,831 210
7925 |eeens ... 1,789 224
200 963 280
.......... 100 2,110 {eeuen.....
476 1,500 |oceeunn.. 1,661
1,600 {ieuveennn- 478 528
.......... 1, 000 210 1,005
1,000 1,144 3,236 2,105
2, 610 900 752 1,783

7, 600 7,000 2,258 &

2, 650 5, 000 1,812 |cenen.nn..
7,650 | 40,000 I.......... 2, 916
11,200 |.......... 2,916 4,400

......... 2,480 4,607 2
26,000 | 29, 520 2,166 2,483

89, 540 5,400 7,021 4
34,140 3, 950 2,040 464
1000 | 17,020 2,340 8,720
16,852 | 14,759 |.e..oh.. I TR
6,860 |.ecv.n... 4,474 5, 608
......... ,850 | 15,304 8,164
7,830 | 25,610 | 15,980 10, 549
18,930 | 80,275 | 27,838 8, 860

14,610 | 41,630 | 14,170 |veeenv.... 9, 081
21,139 78,863 [oceann.... 21, 956 10, 730

N O IR 10,090 | 87,774 13, 050
‘51, 000 115, 400 38,870 80, 708 83, 684
.......... 111,980 {eceunennne 8, 853 83, 801

60,000 | 26,737 | 13,144 | 50,220 |...o..'...
48,400 | 57,015 | 28,875 |v.u...-... 60, 554

144, 360 81,701
98

25, 327 60, 886
80,632 | 106, 843
89,807 | 120,718
117,005 eereunr...
vemeeoenns| 189,914

125, 847 112, 067
201, 816 120, 027
169, 205 148,174
129, 212 219, 208
177,014 127, 858
176,717 |cvennnn...
.......... 207, 978

179,200 | 194,169
129,122 | 120,150
168,605 | 102, 667
188,785 | 128,192
169, 235 171, 218

149, 511 [vuecen-n. 183, 415
141,000 | 885,220 | 460,847 | 421,066 | 228 618
110,400 |..... .o..| 403,920 | 124,514 | 104, 541

A 112,220 | 804,838 96, 899 122, 511
75,000 | 200,807 | 160,000 [ 148,679 142,874
98,375 | 230,671 | 258,220 | 160,077 162, 837

146,000 | 865,800 | 407,875 | 181,110 |..........

168,550 | 883,450 |.eccucianifinnains .ol 234,248
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TABLE VIIL—d comparison of the inspection of herring, §e.~—Continued.

Month and day. 1879, 1880. 1881, 1882. 1883.

Number. | Number, | Number. | Pounds. | Number. .
133,000 | 246,385 | 826,950 | 211,717 08,718
95,000 {.av.nnn-.. 422,900 | 108,413 85,478
88,000 { 232,862 | 236,250 109, 819 134,737
45,400 | 204,967 | 175,000 04, 942 121, 877
97,000 | 245,678 | 255,000 55, 500 84, 925

96,000 | 200.400 I.......... 46,800 |.coa..o...
86,000 | 834,640 | 260,650 |..........] 102,423
62,000 | 147,000 |.......... 51, 621 92, 291
45,000 {.-.-...... 249,500 | 122,068 67, 807

45,000 | 169,975 | 100,000 | 126,763 63, 627
131,750 | 134,465 00,432 72,381
89, 000 09, 267 62,870

56,900 unvmonen 47798, 667
......... 244,202 | 20,180

128,225 | 109, 987 17, 419
117,130 | 84,878 2’}. 352

50,200 | 78,824 {eeue..-...

B2556 [aemnrnnns 19, 063

.......... 82,804 9,874

80,000 | 82,703} 10, 440

TUNE Lo oemnen il goee L 27, 300 2, 687
85,000°| 3,463 1,362

6,000 [ 5,867 |oeueenr..

12,000 |oeuues.... 604

Total.......... eremerecareameroanenataaninnas 8, 605, 420 ‘6, 850, 626 19, 638, 668 (6, 487, 866 | 4, 879,473

—

a NoOTE..Tn 1879 herring continued to be reported after June 30 as follows: During July, 830 (seven

a‘“ﬂs) i October, 226 (three dates). In 1880 herring were reported in Jauuary, 50 (one dn.ﬂe) ; Febru-

d:,{' 8,045 (seven dates). In 1882 herring were reported in January, 9 (one date); February, 1,061 (nine
es}. In 1883 herring were reported in February, 826 (six dutes{.
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TasLE IX.—A weekly comparison of the inapections of shad in the Washington market
during March, dpril, May, and June of 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882, and 1883.

Week., | 1879. 1880, 1881. 1882, 1883.
Number. | Number. | Number. | Number.
March 1- 2 feeacercanaen 52
184 fooeennnnas 778
2,126 470 3,054
¢ 2,523 4, 862 7,733
11, 699 13, 881 12, 667
April 27,740 11,488 54, 740
88,145 57,019 66, 129
49, 520 73,439 51,710
43,103 88, 630 48, 266
May 52,724 84,142 40, 223
- 38, 578 49, 586 22, 841
20, 937 36, 513 19, 619
14, 502 25, 689 14, 401
6, 627 87 4,816
June 3,218 3,904 2,505
729
15 e
Total.eueer cene eernraeaeen—ane 311, 241 820, 767 458, 368 850, 223 201, 474

TaBLE X.—A weekly comparison of the inspccii.ons of herring in the Washington market
during March, April, May, and June of 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882, and 1883.

Week. 1879. 1880, 1881. 1882, 1883,
Number., | Number. | Number. | Number.
Mareh 1- 15,150 175 1,917
6-12 ) 12,420 1,900 9,288
22, 810 55, 044 8, 221
o, 20-26 . 131,822 73,120 21, 090
March 27-April 2.. 142, 485 118,712 118,729
April 9 . 456, 093 98, 901 417,718
346, 698 480, 018 552, 810
828,212 | 1,132,422 979, 311
1,044,318 | 1,885,363 996, 674
May 1,627,668 | 2,080,700 | 1,132,045
1,554,482 | 2,185,750 627, 591
560, 670 920, 923 661, 689
95, 948 436, 441 0694, 4790
12, 500 133, 000 202, 317
June - 21, 000 54, 550

eemeeeenan

Total.....oomeeeoitn P P 8, 605,420 | 6,850,620 | 0,633,568

6, 487, 805

4,870,473

TABLE XI1.—4 yearly statement of the number of shad and herring inspected in the Wash-
ington market during the six yoars ending June 30, 1873, 1374, 1875, 1870, 1877, and 1878.

Years. Shad. Herring.
852,900 | 3,789, 800
628, 637 6, 507, 240
464, 215 1, 674, 465
818,079 | 1,488,950
131, 199 2,572,124
121,785 | 2,507, 500
T SO eeeaneens eeren - .| 2,617,815 | 18,600,079






